MINUTES OF THE EVENTS AND RECREATION COMMITTEE 
HELD ON TUESDAY 31 MARCH 2026
IN THE PARISH HALL  ROSEGARTH AVENUE AT 6.15 PM

PRESENT
Councillors Taylor (Chairperson), P Davis, S Forster, D Gee, 
B Mawson, D Pakenham, J Peech and H Ratcliffe

 Mrs K Butler – Clerk to the Council

2334
TO RECEIVE APOLOGIES AND REASONS FOR ABSENCE
Apologies and reasons for absence were received from Councillors Bartholomew, Peech and Smith.
It was RESOLVED that the apologies and reasons for absence from Councillors Bartholomew, Peech and Smith be accepted.
2335
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
               None
   2336
TO RESOLVE TO EXCLUDE PRESS & PUBLIC



None

2337    TO APPROVE THE MINUTES DATED 23 FEBRUARY 2026
It was RESOLVED that the Chairperson be authorised to sign the minutes of the Events & Recreation Committee meeting held on 23 February 2026 as being a true record of the business transacted.
2338
TO DISCUSS EVENTS FOR 2026/27

The Committee discussed a number of events for the forthcoming financial year.

Bonfire and Fireworks 

It was RESOLVED that the Clerk apply for a road closure and arrange the necessary traffic management for the event.

Brass Band Concert 

The Clerk advised that a date had been set for the Christmas Brass Band concert; however, a date for the summer concert had not yet been confirmed. She further advised that she would ensure the Parish Hall was available on the same day in case of bad weather.

Walking Festival 

The Clerk advised that she had spoken with Aston Chasers, who were happy to be involved in the event, but she still needed to speak to the Footpath Walkers. It was agreed that the Walking Festival be held from 20th July to 2nd August.


Scarecrow Competition


The Committee discussed dates for the competition/trail, and the collection of straw.

It was RESOLVED that the scarecrow competition be held over one week, 10th – 16th August with the collection of straw the week prior from Lodge Lane Recreation Ground.


Scarecrow Competition 

The Committee discussed dates for the competition and trail, as well as arrangements for the collection of straw. 

It was RESOLVED that the Scarecrow Competition be held over one week, from 10th to 16th August, with straw collection taking place the week prior from Lodge Lane Recreation Ground.

Pensions Christmas Dinners 

The Clerk advised that the funding application had progressed to the next round. She further advised that funds were available within the events budget should the funding bid be unsuccessful. She also advised that she had spoken to a company that had quoted £13.00 per head for a two-course Christmas dinner and confirmed that the company provided similar services for other parishes. It was discussed that an external bar company and entertainment could also be arranged. 

It was RESOLVED that the Christmas Dinners be held on Tuesday 8th and Thursday 17th December.

Christmas Food Parcels 

The Clerk advised that the funding application had again progressed to the next round; however, if unsuccessful, an alternative funder had indicated a willingness to support the project. 

The Clerk advised that she had completed the paperwork to be distributed to partners in September, outlining the Parish Council’s plans and inviting nominations for families. She also advised that she would be liaising with community champions to explore the provision of free vegetables for all food parcels.
2339
TO DISCUSS THE CHRISTMAS NATIVITIES

The Clerk advised that there was no update.
2340
TO DISCUSS ARMISTICE DAY

The Clerk informed the Committee about the Lamp of Peace on Armistice Day in which Councils were invited to participate.

It was RESOLVED that the Council organise a Lamp of Peace event on at the War Memorial on Armistice Day and continue to attend the Aughton Early Years service.

2341
TO RECEIVE AN UPDATE ON THE GARAGE SITE

The Clerk advised that there was no update.
2342
TO DISCUSS THE ALLOTMENTS

he Clerk informed the Committee that letters had been sent to allotment holders who had not paid their fees, advising them that they had two weeks to remove any belongings, after which their plots would be re-let.
2343
DATE AND TIME OF THE NEXT MEETING
To be held on Tuesday 28 April 2026
SIGNED   …………………………………………         DATED   …………………..
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