MINUTES OF THE EVENTS AND RECREATION COMMITTEE 
HELD ON MONDAY 23 FEBRUARY 2026
IN THE PARISH HALL  ROSEGARTH AVENUE AT 6.15 PM

PRESENT
Councillors P Davis (Chairperson), S Forster, D Gee,   
        B Mawson, D Pakenham, J Peech, H Ratcliffe and S Smith 

 Mrs K Butler – Clerk to the Council

2323
TO RECEIVE APOLOGIES AND REASONS FOR ABSENCE
Apologies and reasons for absence were received from Councillors Bartholomew and Taylor.
It was RESOLVED that the apologies and reasons for absence from Councillors Bartholomew and Taylor be accepted.
2324
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
               None
   2325
TO RESOLVE TO EXCLUDE PRESS & PUBLIC



None

2326    TO APPROVE THE MINUTES DATED 23 FEBRUARY 2026
It was RESOLVED that the Chairperson be authorised to sign the minutes of the Events & Recreation Committee meeting held on 23 February 2026 as being a true record of the business transacted.
2327
TO DISCUSS CHRISTMAS 2025 

The Committee discussed the Christmas lights and considered whether any changes were required. It was noted that the lights on the tree at Wetherby had been switched off due to a fault affecting half of the lights. The Committee also noted that the lights on the apex of the Reading Room had been illuminated and were well received.

It was RESOLVED that the Clerk arrange for more lights to be installed at Church Corner.
2328
TO DISCUSS EVENTS FOR 2026/27

The Committee discussed a number of events for the forthcoming financial year.

It was RESOLVED that the following events be organised: Bonfire and Fireworks, Summer Brass Band Concert, Christmas Brass Band Concert, Walking Festival, and a Scarecrow Trail/Competition.

It was further RESOLVED that, subject to adequate funding being secured, Pensioners’ Christmas Dinners and Christmas Food Parcels be organised.

2329
TO DISCUSS THE CHRISTMAS NATIVITIES

The Committee discussed the provision of nativity displays and noted that the existing nativities were now in need of replacement. The Clerk also raised concerns regarding the current location of the Crib Blessings and suggested that it would be safer to hold the event adjacent to the Christmas tree on the High Street.

It was RESOLVED that nativity displays be provided in all areas, as in previous years, and that the Crib Blessing be held next to the Christmas tree in Swallownest. 
2330
TO DISCUSS CHRISTMAS 2026

The Clerk enquired whether there were any additional Christmas activities or events the Parish Council wished to organise this year. As no further suggestions were put forward, it was agreed that this item be brought back to a future meeting for further consideration.
2331
TO RECEIVE AN UPDATE ON THE GARAGE SITE

The Clerk updated the Committee on the condition of the garages located on the site leading up to Swallownest Cemetery, expressing concerns that not all of the structures were secure or stable.

It was RESOLVED that the Clerk contacts a suitable company to assess the structural stability of the garages and writes to all garage owners to ascertain the contents of their units.
2332
TO DISCUSS THE ALLOTMENTS

The Clerk advised the Committee that she was aware of some rubbish on the allotments and that she would be visiting the site shortly and issuing letters to allotment holders requesting that they clear their plots. The Clerk also enquired whether the Committee would wish to undertake a visit to the allotments in a few months’ time, which was agreed.
2333
DATE AND TIME OF THE NEXT MEETING
To be held on Tuesday 28 April 2026
SIGNED   …………………………………………         DATED   …………………..
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