ASTON-CUM-AUGHTON PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE FINANCE AND EMPLOYMENT COMMITTEE 
HELD ON MONDAY 23 FEBRUARY 2026
IN THE PARISH HALL  ROSEGARTH AVENUE AT 6.45 PM

PRESENT
Cllrs Gee (Chairperson), G Davis, M Elliott, D Knowles, 
J Peech and S Smith
       

Mrs K Butler – Clerk to the Council

741
APOLOGIES AND REASONS FOR ABSENCE
Apologies and reasons for absence was received from Councillors Bartholomew and Taylor.
It was RESOLVED that the apologies and reasons for absence from Councillors Bartholomew and Taylor be approved.
742
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
               There were no declarations of interest made.
743
CONSIDERATION OF ITEMS FOLLOWING THE EXCLUSION OF MEMBERS OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC
Agenda Item 12 – Staffing
744
MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 25 NOVEMBER 2025 
It was RESOLVED that the Chairperson be authorised to sign the minutes of the Finance & Employment Committee for 25 November 2025 as being a true record of the business transacted. 

745
TO RECEIVE THE PAYMENT SCHEDULE FOR JANUARY 2026 
The Clerk advised that due to issues with the financial system she was unable to provide a report.
The Committee received an update from the Clerk regarding the contract with Siemens. She explained that she had challenged the company over the ownership of the photocopier and several outstanding invoices, which she confirmed were not owed by the Parish Council. The Clerk reported that Siemens had since acknowledged their error, confirmed that the photocopier is owned by the Parish Council, and removed the disputed invoices from the account.

746
TO RECEIVE THE RECEIPT SCHEDULE FOR JANUARY 2026
The Clerk advised that due to issues with the financial system she was unable to provide a report.
747
TO RECEIVE FEBRUARY PAYMENTS

It was RESOLVED that the February payments be accepted.
748
TO RECEIVE FEBRUARY RECEIPTS


It was RESOLVED that the February receipts be accepted.

749
TO DISCUSS THE INCOME AND EXPENDITURE REPORT FOR JANUARY 2026
The Clerk advised that due to issues with the financial system she was unable to provide a report.

750
TO RECEIVE THE FINANCIAL REGULATIONS
The Committee discussed the Financial Regulations and the changes to them.

It was RESOLVED that the Committee recommends to the Full Council that the Financial Regulations be adopted.
751
TO RECEIVE GRANT APPLICATIONS

None received.
752
TO DISCUSS STAFFING MATTERS
Pensions
It was RESOLVED that no changes are made to the staff pensions.

Holidays

It was RESOLVED that the request from an Operative for three weeks holiday be accepted.

Cemetery Assistant

It was RESOLVED that Cemetery Assistant’s contract be extended for another 12 months.
The Clerk advised the Committee that she had discussed the potential employment of an additional member of staff for the office, with both the Parish Hall Management Committee and the Finance & Staffing Committee. The Clerk explained that a significant proportion of her and the Assistant Clerk’s time was currently being spent on parish hall matters rather than Parish Council business, and that the appointment of additional support for 12.5 hours per week would be beneficial.
It was RESOLVED that the Clerk advertises the position of Administrative Assistant for 12.5 hours per week at £13.47 per hour and undertakes the full recruitment process.

753     FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS

None
754      DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING


The date and time of the next meeting is Tuesday 31st March 2026 at

6.45pm.
SIGNED   …………………………………………         DATED   …………………..
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