ASTON-CUM-AUGHTON PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE GENERAL PURPOSE COMMITTEE 
HELD ON MONDAY 24 FEBRUARY 2026
IN THE PARISH HALL  ROSEGARTH AVENUE AT 6.30PM

PRESENT
Cllr G Davis (Chairperson)  

M Elliott, D Knowles, B Mawson, B Mears, D Pakenham 

and S Smith



Mrs K Butler – Clerk to the Council 
778
TO RECEIVE APOLOGY AND REASON FOR ABSENCE 
None received
779
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
               Agenda Item 8. Reading Room – Councillor Mears
780
CONSIDERATION OF ITEMS FOLLOWING THE EXCLUSION OF MEMBERS OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC
None
781      TO APPROVE THE MINUTES DATED 24 NOVEMBER 2025
It was RESOLVED that the Chairperson be authorised to sign the minutes of the General Purpose Committee meeting held on 24 November 2025 as being a true record of the business transacted.
782
TO DISCUSS THE NEW MEMORIAL PLANNED FOR ASTON CEMETERY

The Clerk informed the Committee that the stone was now with the memorial mason and that she would like to organise the unveiling of the plaque on 28th March 2026.

It was RESOLVED that the Clerk organise the unveiling event for Saturday 28th March 2026 and that the Vicar of All Saints’ Church be invited to speak, along with the Chair of the Council.
783
TO DISCUSS MEMORIAL TESTING AT THE CEMETERIES

The Clerk reported that memorial testing is expected to be carried out at Swallownest Cemetery in April. She advised that letters will be sent to grave owners, and notices will be displayed within the cemetery as well as on the website and social media pages. The Clerk further noted that a significant amount of paperwork must be completed in advance of the testing.
784
TO RECEIVE AN UPDATE ON THE BENCH FOR THE CEMETERY
The Clerk advised that due to the weather the bench had not yet been installed.
785
TO RECEIVE A REQUEST FROM A RESIDENT REGARDING A BURIAL PLOT


The Clerk informed the Committee of a request from an elderly gentleman seeking to purchase a burial plot for his late wife, with the intention that the interment would not take place until after his own passing.

It was RESOLVED that the gentleman be given permission to pre-purchase a burial plot for himself and his late wife.
786
TO DISCUSS THE SWALLOWNEST CEMETERY LAND EXTENSION 

The Clerk advised that fly-tipping had begun to occur on the land designated for the cemetery extension. The Committee discussed the installation of a high gate at the entrance to prevent unauthorised access.

The Clerk further advised that, in order to apply for planning permission for the cemetery extension, several supporting reports would be required as part of the application.

It was RESOLVED that the Clerk obtain quotes for the installation of a gate and for the necessary reports to support the planning application.
787
TO RECEIVE AN UPDATE ON THE TABLES FOR THE READING ROOM

No update 
789
FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS
790
DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING


Monday 27th April 2026
SIGNED   …………………………………………         DATED   …………………..
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