ASTON-CUM-AUGHTON PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE GENERAL PURPOSE COMMITTEE 
HELD ON MONDAY 27 JANUARY 2025
IN THE PARISH HALL  ROSEGARTH AVENUE AT 6.30PM

PRESENT
Cllr Davis (Chairperson)  

S Allen, M Elliott, B Mawson, B Mears, D Knowles.



Mrs K Butler – Clerk to the Council 
727
TO RECEIVE APOLOGIES AND REASONS FOR ABSENCE 
An apology and reason for absence was received from Councillor Smith
It was RESOLVED that the apology and reason for absence from Councillor Smith be accepted.
728
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
               None
729
CONSIDERATION OF ITEMS FOLLOWING THE EXCLUSION OF MEMBERS OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC
None
730      TO APPROVE THE MINUTES DATED 25 NOVEMBER 2024
It was RESOLVED that the Chairperson be authorised to sign the minutes of the General Purpose Committee meeting held on 25 November 2024 as being a true record of the business transacted.
731
TO RECEIVE AN UPDATE ON THE TWO BENCHES OUTSIDE OF BURGOYNE PARK
The Clerk advised that she had not heard from the officer at RMBC regarding the cost for new benches at Burgoyne Park.

It was RESOLVED that the Clerk contacts the officer again and if she doesn’t receive a reply she contacts the Head of Service. 

732
TO DISCUSS THE CEMETERIES AND AGREE FURTHER ACTION IF NECESSARY
Memorial Plaque at Aston Cemetery
The Committee discussed areas where the plaque could be located, one of the areas discussed was the small cabin at the rear of the cemetery, the Clerk advised that the building could be used but a new roof and doors were required.

It was RESOLVED that the Clerk bring costings for a new roof back to the next meeting. 
Aston Cemetery
The Committee discussed the need for the war graves to be cleaned and that a representative from the War Grave Commission had indicated that the graves were fine.
The Clerk advised that some dog owners were still allowing their dogs to roam in the cemetery off the lead, it was agreed that new signs advising that dogs must be kept on a lead be erected.

Swallownest Cemetery

The Clerk advised that improvements had been made this year due to the Council contracting a grave digger and employing a cemeteries operative.  
733
TO DISCUSS WINTER ARRANGEMENTS AND AGREE FURTHER ACTION IF NECESSARY


Winter provisions for the Parish were discussed and the location of grit bins, Councillors enquired about what the Council and other volunteers are allowed to do in snow and icy conditions. 


It was RESOLVED that the Clerk contact RMBC to ask for clear information on what the Parish Council staff and volunteers are allowed to do in snow and icy conditions.
734
LITTER PICKS
The Clerk informed the Committee that she would contact the Officer at the Borough regarding organised litter picks in the Parish
735
FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS

None
736
DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING


Monday 24 March 2025 at 6.30pm
SIGNED   …………………………………………         DATED   …………………..
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