ASTON-CUM-AUGHTON PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE GENERAL PURPOSE COMMITTEE 
HELD ON MONDAY 17 JULY 2023
IN THE PARISH HALL  ROSEGARTH AVENUE AT 6.30PM

PRESENT
Cllr D Knowles (Chairperson)  

G Davis, M Elliott, B Mawson, S Smith



Mrs K Butler – Clerk to the Council 
635
TO RECEIVE APOLOGIES AND REASONS FOR ABSENCE 

Apologies and reasons for absence was received from Councillor J Peech
It was RESOLVED that the apologies and reasons for absence received from Councillor J Peech accepted.
636
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
               There were no declarations of interest made.
637
CONSIDERATION OF ITEMS FOLLOWING THE EXCLUSION OF MEMBERS OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC
None
638      TO APPROVE THE MINUTES DATED 20 MARCH 2023
It was RESOLVED that the Chairperson be authorised to sign the minutes of the General Purpose Committee meeting held on 20 March 2023 as being a true record of the business transacted.
639
TO RECEIVE AN UPDATE ON ASTON CEMETERY
The Clerk advised that no further work would be undertaken in the cemetery until later on in the year.
640
UPDATE ON SWALLOWNEST CEMETERY
The Clerk advised that a resident had complained regarding the gates being locked at 4.45pm in the summer as it restricted when he could visit his loved ones. 
It was RESOLVED that the pedestrian gate is left open for a month to ascertain if there are any issues.

Following correspondence sent to Grave owners regarding unapproved stone chippings, kerbs and railings the Clerk had received a call from a family from one of the graves who advised her that they were disappointed and distressed by the letter the Council had sent and that they do not believe that the Council up-keep the cemetery to a good standard and a lot more work is required.
It was RESOLVED that the pedestrian gate be left shut but unlocked to allow people to visit the cemetery after 5pm.
641
UPDATE ON SWALLOWNEST CEMETERY
A discussion regarding the cemetery extension took place, the Clerk advised the Committee that she had spoken to several Clerks who worked with their Councils on cemetery extensions, as planning had lapsed on the land a planning application would need to be submitted but with different reports e.g. wildlife, bio-diversity, groundwater, etc. the Clerk advised that for this process the mapping of graves and the design of the cemetery a cemetery design company would need to be involved, she further advised that she had been recommended 3 companies one very strongly but until she heard back from planning with what reports would need to be submitted with the application she couldn’t go out for quotes. 
It was RESOLVED that the Clerk requests further information from RMBC Planning and once she has the information she goes out for quotes and brings them back to a future meeting.

642  
UPDATE ON THE READING ROOM
The Clerk informed the Council that the external works on the Reading Room would commence on the 7th May 2024
PLANTING SCHEME
The committee discussed planting box hedging to depict the different areas of the Parish e.g. Aston, Aughton, Swallownest. The Clerk advised that she would look into costings and if permissions are required from RMBC to plant on the grass verge.
643
FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS

None
644
DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING


To be agreed at the Annual meeting
SIGNED   …………………………………………         DATED   …………………..
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