MINUTES OF THE RECREATION AND OPEN SPACES COMMITTEE 
HELD ON MONDAY 30 JANUARY 2023
IN THE PARISH HALL  ROSEGARTH AVENUE AT 6.00 PM

PRESENT
Cllr R Taylor (Chairperson), B Bartholomew, P Davis,
 

S Forster, D Gee, J Peech and  H Ratcliffe



Mrs K Butler – Clerk to the Council

2022
TO RECEIVE APOLOGIES AND REASONS FOR ABSENCE 
No apologies were received.
2023
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
               None
2024
CONSIDERATION OF ITEMS FOLLOWING THE EXCLUSION OF MEMBERS OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC
None
2025    TO APPROVE THE MINUTES DATED 29 NOVEMBER 2022
It was RESOLVED that the Chairperson be authorised to sign the minutes of the Recreation and Open Spaces Committee meeting held on 29 November 2022 as being a true record of the business transacted
2026
TO RECEIVE AN UPDATE ON ASTON SWALLOWNEST JUNIOR FOOTBALL CLUB AND AGREE FURTHER ACTION IF NECESSARY

The Committee discussed the response sent by Swallownest Junior Football Club, the Clerk was asked to go back to the Football Club to discuss whether Burgoyne Park would be a better venue.
2027
TO RECEIVE A DEBRIEF ON THE BONFIRE AND FIREWORK EVENT AND AGREE FURTHER ACTION IF NECESSARY
The Clerk advised that she believed the bonfire & fireworks event had worked better than the previous year, the fairground rides and catering vans being on the outer edge of the carpark allowing more space for spectators had worked well. The addition of the PA system had really improved the excitement for the young children and had been of benefit regarding informing the spectators the timings and information for crossing the road. The Clerk thanked the Councillors who had stewarded and commented on how well the crossing points had worked this year, however, the crossing still needed to be improved for future years. It was noted that the bonfire was smaller this year but no comments had been made regarding it.
2028
TO DISCUSS THE BONFIRE AND FIREWORK EVENT FOR 2023
The Committee discussed the bonfire for 2023.
It was RESOLVED that the Clerk looks into the costings to hold the event on 5 November 2023 and brings the information back to a future meeting.
2029
TO RECEIVE A DEBRIEF ON REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY
The Clerk informed the Committee that this year the Council had more involvement with the Remembrance Sunday event and had arranged for a cornet player to play the Last Post and Reveille. There had been complaints regarding the PA system that was very quiet, Aston Tara had offered the use of their PA system for next year. There was also a few complaints received regarding the lack of a marching band with the parade. It was noted that quite a few compliments/thanks had been received for the lamp post poppies and the poppies at the cemetery.

It was RESOLVED that a small budget be available for Remembrance Sunday.
2030
TO RECEIVE INFORMATION ON ALL THE PLAY AREAS AND AGREE FURTHER ACTION IF NECESSARY 
The Clerk advised that herself and Councillor Taylor had met with the RMBC Play Officer regarding the play inspection reports. The Officer had advised that the surfacing under the swings and around other play equipment was not fitted to the correct dimensions. He further advised of issues with several pieces of equipment and different sites.
It was RESOLVED that the Clerk arranges for the correct surfacing to be fitted at all sites and that a funding application for Veolia is applied for to update the play area at Lodge Lane.
2031
TO DISCUSS THE KINGS CORONATION AND AGREE FURTHER ACTION
It was RESOLVED that the Clerk looks into costings for a beacon to be fabricated and installed at Burgoyne Park to celebrate the Kings Coronation.
2032
TO RECEIVE AN UPDATE ON THE CHRISTMAS LIGHTS AND CRIB BLESSING AND AGREE FURTHER ACTION IF NECESSARY

The Clerk advised that all the lights were ready to be lit and that the cribs would be lit on the 7th December 2022 with a small service and carols at the crib at swallownest roundabout followed by refreshments at Bethesda Church.
2033
TO DISCUSS ADDITIONAL EVENTS AND COSTINGS FOR 2023

The Committee were asked if they would like to put any other events on during 2023. It was suggested that an events budget be available so that  events could be organised if required.
2034
FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS

None

2035
DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING
It was agreed that the date and time of the next meeting be Monday 30th January 2023
SIGNED   …………………………………………         DATED   …………………..
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